NATURE, EVIDENCES, and ADVANTAGES, 


REPRESENTED INA 


LETTER 


FROM THE 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


| OF THE ; 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
Aflembled at June 2, 3; 1784: 


Maintaining the important Dotrines of Three Perfons in the 
_ Godhead; Eternal and Perfonal EleGtion; the Original Guilt and 
. Depravity of Mc+kind; particular Redemption ; free Juftification by 
pe imputed of Chritt; the inviacible Efficacy of divine 
Grace ; ‘the certain Perfeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory, and 
» the Independency of the Churehes inviolably. i= | 


--" "Po the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, 

meeting at Sutton- Afhfield, Nottingham, Sheepfhead, Leicefter, 

|Arnfby, Foxton, Clipftone, Oakham, Soham, 
Walgrave, ‘Northampton, Road, Qlncy, and St. 
Alban's ; as alfo to the many Churches not yet in this Affociation, 

. © who; °notwithfanding, ‘countenance it, by the Attendance of their 


Grace be to you, and Peace,from God our Father, and from. the Lord 


Wi doubt not but you will unite with us, in blefling God that we fe | 
have. been once more permitted to hold our annual meeting. ia 
ace we troft, not without comfortable tokens: of ‘the Redeemer’s 
refence, and the gracious influences of his Spirit, which alone can render 
divine ordinances ufeful to the refrefhment.and edification of his people. . 
- The heavy and continued rain, with other hindrances, prevented feveraf 
of our brethrén from affenibling with us, and one was miffing who met 
Wath.us lait year, at the other-extremity of our affociation.;’ but now, whea 
we came into the neighbourhood of’ the-place where he lately laboured fo 
Zealouily, alas, rhe place that bim ance, now knows bim no more! He 
4s removed from thence, and cubereis he? We have no doubt but he is 
| Gatered into the joy of bis Lerd.— May God prepare the next that is ap* 
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pointed to death, or tather, may each be al/o ready to follow our brothér 
ry. 
we ia that feveral bereaved churches are yet unfurnifhed with 
pattors, though we truft fome have the profpeC -. being fhortly provided 
for. Pray ye the Lord of the hatveft to fend f 1A more labourers, and 
to give them that are already employed for him more fuccefs. Alas! we 
are ready to cry out, We bave not wrought any deliverance in the earth, 
neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen! { Lord, let thy kingdom 
come! ‘Let Satan fall! Let Jefus reign! May we all with one fhoulder 
and with one confent unite in the moft unwearied exertions to promote his 
blefied caufe; above all, praying always with all prayert (public, focial, 
private, ejaculatory) for the effufion of the Holy Spirit, whofe influence 
alone can give us any fuccefs,—Many of the letters this year, contain fad 
complaints of langaor, backflidings, want of edification, and fewnefs of 
converts. See the remedy in Ifa. xxxii. 15. and to encourage you to 
apply for it, confider Luke xi. g--13. And remember there 1s no can 
that we have fo great encouragement to pray for, as the Spirit of God. 
The infinite goodnefs of God’s nature is more gratified, and the grand 
defign of our redemption more anfwered, and our bleffed Mediator more 
honoured, by the beXowment of this blefling, than by any other benefit 
we can defire or receive. (See Edwards on Prayer, p. 55.) | 
We have already treated in our former letters, on fome of the principal. 
doStrines of the gofpel, and the bleffed fruits of the Spirit whicn they tend 
fo greatly tocherifh. We have reprefented to you the nature of repentance 
‘and faith, of hope and love; and now, brethren, te traft you will be 
willing to contemplate the nature, evidences, and advantages of true 
bumility, 
Humitiry, or lowlinefs of mind, ‘ radically confifts in a fenfe of 
comparative lownefs and littlenefs before God, or the great diftance be- 
tween God and the fubje&t of this grace,” Or it is that difpofition which 
inclines a perfon readily to take as /ow a place as belongs to him, and to 
think no digher of himfelf than he ought, but to think and a@ as know- 
ing his ows place, and keeping his proper difance from the high and lofty 


One who inhabits eternity;* and confequently, not to exalt himfelf unduly 
among his fellow-creatures. 


Hamility muft doubtlefs originate in a deep and abidin fenfe of the 
infinite natural diftance which neceflatily fubfifts between God and every 


creature, 
Ifa. xxvi. 17, 18. Eph. vi. 18. Read all the verfe, and mind it 
satiiamity is not, properly {peaking, predicable of the divine hature. The ever- 
oF hi ° - is infinitely remote front pride, but cannot be faid to have a Jow opinion 
ved ‘oh i though his opinion of himfelf is barely juft, it is as bigh as pofible; fince 
cannot form an idea of infinite excellence that the 
knows the bighef an higher place than his own, but he 
inferior would be to deny is Kis abfoluce right, and to take any 


be | and to give up the univerfe to anarchy and 
ruin.——That in the divine nature, which is neareit ili 
Bled whieh is the difpofition that ind akin to humility, is more erly 
ay 


a ior kindly to notice bis in- 
heir fiteren th generally imply gracious notice of them, for 
Felation bet than the {uperior was abfolutely bound to by the confideration of any 
as and the infetiors, ‘Thephrate Woibumble one’s felf, is foretimes 
bimfelf ¢ needy to rs is Xp the, divine Being, who 

aking, in Reaver and inthe earth, Pf. cxiii. 6.—But ftrictly 
all ‘others, cannot be faid to de bumble ; the 


: known to be abfolute) &s the 
loweft in the univerfe, he incapable of him 
of of a creature than 

humility» 


was 
Re condelcend to.<- Nothing is more efféntial however to the holin 
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creature, even the moft exalted in dignity, and the moft perfectly free 
from fin. ‘The one only felf-exiftent and fupreme Being, who is poffeffed 
of abfolute and infinite perfection, mutt be infinitely above all finite 
beings, who derive their all from him, and are totally dependent 7 
bim. The humility of the angels chiefly confifts in their thorough fenfe of 
this truth, with an anfwerable frame of heart. In imperfed creatures, 
fach as faints on earth, humility muft alfo include a deep and pungent 
fenfe of that moral diftance from God, to which they have wickedly 
wandered, and which itill remains in great meafure, t ough they have 
begun to return to him. Indeed, if a finner is once brought by a 
realizing fight of the divine glory, to a true fenfe of the watura/ diftance 
neceflarily fubfifting between the Great Supreme and every finite being, 
this muft immediately produce a conviction that fin is infinitely evil: he 
mutt view it as the molt heinous crime, for one fo little, law and mean, 
fo dependent and obligated as himfelf, to forget, defpife, and difobey his 
great and glorious maker: thus being confcious of the infinite criminality 
of his own moral diftance from God, he muft condemn and abhor him- 
felf for his want of conformity to the divine law and the divine image. 

As all true humility among men is founded in a fenfe of our diitance 
from God, (both our natural diltance as creatures, which will never be 
removed; and on moral diftance as finners, which we fhould deplore, 
and Jong to have removed) fo it includes a fenfe of our réal relation to 
our fellow-creatures. It will teach us readily to admit the fuperiority of 
all thofe who in any refpeé&t excel us; or to know the proper diftance 
between us and our /uperiors, freely acknowledging that to be as great as 
it really is;—it will induce us by no means to exalt ourfelves above our 
equals, but to treat them as fully on a level with ourfelvés;—and will 
incline us not to magnify the diftance between us and thofe who in fame 
ref} are our inferiors, not to make that more than it feally is, but 
willingly owning how near they are to us, and how inconfiderable the 
diftance is that we are raifed above them. ! 

In order to a finner’s being poffeffed of true Aumility, it is requifite 
that he be the fubje€t of /piritual bumiligtion.—The term humiliation is 
ufed in two fenfes. (1.) 7 referring to real antecedent dignity, in which 
fenfe we {peak of Chrif’s humiliation, who though he was rich, for our 
fakes became poor; though he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God, becaufe he was in the form of God, yet he took on him the likenefs 
of man and the form of a fervant, &c. Or (2.) Humiliation may refer 
to former pride and undue felf-exaltation, in which fenfe we fpeak of the 
humiliation of finmers, who by grace are brought down from their high 
and lofty imaginations, and made willing to ‘as their own place. 

This humiliation is abfolute — and can only be effected by 
| the 
| 


humility. And doubtlefs our bleff Lord, confidered in his human nature, is the. 
moit eminent pattern of Dump 


great and full a fenfe of the diflance between him and God, or was fo lowly in heart 


as the man Jelus. Never was humility fo great, or fo greatly. tried, as his. The» 


holy angels are perfe@ly free from pride, and have a clear fenfe of their ittlenefs com- 
with the great God, according to the meafure of their capacity, and their pre 
ion Apportupities of difcerning the vaft diftance between them and tlre fupreme Bee 


i 
which he met with in his fate of humiliation, 


lity in the yniverfe. No man, nor angel ever had fo — 


t as they cannot be fuppofed to equal Chrift in their knowledge‘of the infinite | 
py they cannot equal him in their fenfe of the diftance between infinite and finite; . 
nor is the trial of their humility, in being fent to minifter to pardoned rebe's, of an. 
ferior race, in a ftate of indigence and imperfection, comparable to the trial of hy- | 
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the power and prace of the Holy Spirit, for every finner is by mature 
full of pride Ae felf-exaltation, to fuch a degree that God alone can 
pull it down and mortify it, ‘True humility is an eminent part of that 
** right Spirit” which is produced in regeneration: no man can be a 
chriftian without it; and it is never to be found in our world but in real 
faints. Others may be fo partially humbled* as through the greatne/s of 
the Almighty’s power, feignedly to fubmit to him; but however they are 
overawed or terrified for a feaion, they are {till enemies to God in their 
minds; and as great enemies to the real fcriptural idea of grace, as they 
are to the juftice and holinefsof God. 
_ We defined humility as radically confitting im a fenfe of comparative 
Hittlenefs before God, This is the only poeta foundation for all the 
genuine exercifes of humility toward our fellow-creatures ; though there 
may be fome partial femblances of it, among fach as know not God, 
artling from mere natural.timidity and bafhfulnefs, or the eff«&t of cuftom, 
education, and artificial complaifance: and on the other hand, we muft 
allow that remaining depravity in true chriftians, Seely when its 
effets are heightened by a bad natural temper, and various external 
temptations, may greatly obftruct the exercife of this and other graces; 
and in fome cafes, ignorance, rufticity and a contfaéted roughnefs of 
manners, may obicure a little of its beauty; yet humility before God 
will ever proportionably influence the temper and conduct towards men. 
The firit original source of true humility is a sicut OF THE DIVINE 
GLORY. Now mine eye feeth shee, faid Job, wherefore I abhor my/elf and 
| repeal in duft and afoes... When Maiab beheld Jehovah’s glory, he faid, 
704s me, for I am undont, becaufe 1 am a man of unckan lips, for mine 
wes have feen the king, the Lord of hot. When Daniel /aw that great 
vifon, his comelineis was turned in him into corruption. Paul, when, he 
had Jeen that juft one, and beard the words of bis mouth, thought himéelf 
the chief of fnners, and dehired to be found in him, having on bis righteouj- 
u/s and not bis own.—Every part of divine troth, «hen once we are 
brought tO a: underitanding, terids to promote humility. The 
i“ Fequires the whole heart for God, and threatens the leaf’ deviation 
from the lige of duty with death, plainly pre-fappofing the divine excel- 
lency, majeity, and dominion ; and that we are dependent and accountable 
creatures, wholly the property of our maker, and altogethes at his righte- 
Hence, profound humility appears effential to perfea 
dare /finle/; angels indalge the leat idea of proper merit, 


: have barely done their dery, and can have no claim upon 
Deity, unlefs on the footing of a promife. While /inful 
if hnot look into this perfegt Jaw, without viewing their crimes as infinitely. 
QHlousr and perceiving that falvation can only originate in free and fove- 
» We would be reader to 
for cleat view of this 


7p contains the moft excellent scious affeCtions, from Ps 209, 


hje@, hi mility and pride. See, on the. 


ath ‘this was nothing | fiad fuch powerty of Spirit 


Pirit to tong for. 
and in the the” 
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reign grace. ‘The eotrnt confirms all the law afferts, implying moft 
clearly that all its demands were equitable, and all its threatenings juft ; 
and fhews the finner’s inexcufable guilt more fully than the flames of hell. 
Every doétrine confpires to abafe our pride, and thofe truths which are V 
the moft effential foundation of our hopes, are moft wifely calcalated to 
ftain all human glory; nor can you realize them, fo as to enter into their 
real'import and defign, without feeling their humbling tendency. While 
in like manner, an humble difpofition tends naturally to render us fufcep- 
tive of divine truth, as there is a {weet harmony between this lowly temper 
and the bleffled doétrines of grace. Beware, brethren, leit unmortified 

ride difcover, that, motwithftanding your profeffed attachment to thefe | 
humbling fentiments, you have only learnt the terms by rote, without 
entering into the genuine fpitit of the truths you profefs. Jf you are not | 
humble, you are not orthodox at beart. , 

We would earneftly folicit your attention, beloved brethren, while we 

point out fome of the eridcipal EVIDENCES Of true humility. An humble 
creature will ever look upon himfelf as nothing when compared with the 
eternal, felf-exiftent &r& caufe:—will realize his conftant dependence on 
‘God, for the continuance of his being, and every thing conducive to his: 
well-being ;—confefling himfelf infefhicient to preferve, independently of 

his maker, that which he originally derived from him alone.—He will | 
readily acknowledge the neceflity of the divine favour to his happinefs ;— 
and the neceflity of divine influence to fecure the prefervation of his moral | 
qualities, and keep him from defe€&tion, apoftacy, and ruin.*—He will 
cordially confefs his obligations to the fovereign favour of Jehovah; and 
fully acquicfce in the abfolate impofftbility of proper merit in any creature | 
with refpect to God:—accounting himfelf his maker’s property, he will | 
confider it as his duty, honour, and happinefs, to love him fupremely, 
delight in him fuperlatively, and make the divine glory the gltimate end . 
of every a&tion.—An humbled will view himfelf as infinitely vile 
and hateful on account of fin;—will juftify all the demands, and even 
the awful threatenings of the divine law ;—wil! abhor the idea of feeking 
acceptance with upon thé foot of his own impérfect righteoufnefs ;— 
‘and with fweet delight and thankfulnefs, embrace the humbling method | 


of falvation revealed in gofpel.—His former pride and felf-righteouf- 
‘nef Wilb appear unfpeakably odious ; and however low he may be brought : 
‘at prefent, he will be fenfible that he is til not near come down to his a 
‘own place; he will, therefore, inftead of thinking highly of his prefent | 
‘hothility, be abafed’under a fenfe of his fémaining pride ; longing to lie | 
‘Tower before thé Toot:ttoo! Of reigning grace.< = 
‘Heniihey willlead the chrittian to from his own wifdom, and not 
fean ¢o his own hor fet ap depraved reafon againft the 
‘anitragtions Of him ‘whofe onderftanding 18 infinite. As he wil] not rejeé& 
“the do&ttines othe: ‘becaufe of their tendency to abafe human 
“haughtinefs, and to-exatt the Deity ; fo neitheF will he cavil at-divine re- 
‘Velation, becaafe it contains’ foine ‘things myfferious and not fully te, be 
comprehended, indeed) a degree of reafon (if human was 
‘not blinded by pride) would convinee us, that it would be unreafonable 
to {ippole; there can be nothing iyferious in the divine nature, counfels, 


“abner Probably this latter truth could hardly have been fo thoroughly realized by 
if qven.at-all difcerned, “had it mat been for the permiffica 
“a9. Bee Dr, Bellamy 6 fermons lately re-publithed by our brother Sutcliff, p. 108, 


« 


(6). 


or condu&; when yet we muft acknowledge there are many myfteries in 
all {ciences, in our own formation and voluntary motion, and in all nature 
e around us.—An hamble man will not be tiff and dogmatical, but open 
¥ _ to conviétion, and jealous of being prejudiced, efpecially by the undue 
53 | influence of his own paflions; willing to receive initraction, and embrace 
hy the truth, Jet it be propofed by whom it will.—Humility will difcover it 
felf in a conftant fenfe of our weaknefs and infafficiency, and our need to 
live upon Chrift for ftrength as well as righteoufnefs; exciting to inceffant 
{ prayer for prefervation from falling, as con{fcious of the imperfection of 
inherent grace, and ftrength of indwelling fin; being aware alfo of the un- 
numbered {nares and temptations that furround us.—Humility will caufe 
the chriftian to ferve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling, Pf, ii, 
11. defiring, in the feafons of his greateft {fpiritual enjoyment, and com- 
munion with God, that while he exults in the ineftimable privileges which 
are freely beftowed upon him, he may have a proportionable fenfe of the 
‘# awful majefty, and holy fearching purity of God, to keep him from carnal 
 jeonfidence and fpiritual pride. He finds the neceflity of univerfal and 
diligent watchfulnefs na} godly jealoufy, even when he is favoured with 
- the moft evangelical difcoveries, and heavenly joy; left otherwife Satan 
fhould come upon him at unawares, and throw him down from the top 
of the mount.—It will be natural to a yery humble man to view himfelf 
as Paul.did, as the chief of finmers, and lefs than the leaft of all faints, 
. Certainly there ig more fin in the beft man’s heart, than in the work 
man’s life, Having therefore a deep fenfe of his peculiar obligations, 
and a knowledge f the plague of his own-heart, he will be ready to ac- 
Count, that, all things conftdered, he ftands more in need of forgivene(s, 
and is more indebted to free: grace, than any other finner in the world. 
In like manner, though he may not be able to avoid feeing the external 
blemithes ‘and defects of his fellow-faints, yet, being confcidus of his 
own internal evils, he will be apt to think far more meanly of himfelf 
than of his brethren; he will faoner fafpect himéfelf than anybody, being 
difpofed to makethe bet of others, and to hope they are more free than he 
is, from innumerable deficiencies which he finds and laments in himéelf. 
This blefied temper will teach you to give teproof to others with 


tendernefs and gentlenefs, in the fpirit:of Jove. . Not that it.is.an enem 
to fauhfulnefs, or would connive it. 
Sebrnfal connive at fin.in any, But it would prevent 


prevent the fuccefs of the reproof, and 
time an eminently humble chriftian willrecrive the reproofs of others with 
and thankfulnefs, even though. they fiould be. mixed with 
feverity: he will fa righteous /mite me, and it foall be a kindae/i, 


Sot ‘would » thinks that every. body wants his help.— 


‘Choufly examine if by , enemies 
occafion thus to refleg upon ? in {ome meafure, given them 


caule 
for evil. 


tailing, and evi 
VOUS in poffe/s your fouls ; committing 
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lity muft oppofe its oppofice, pride; and an humble man muft be 
pained when tokens of pride in others; but 
e will moft of all op fe the remains of that accurfed evil in his own 
heart. His owz pride will caufe him to abhor himielf; he will 

inft it in all the modes wherein he can detect its operations. Pride is 
the mott fubtle of all the evils, of the human heart; ‘* the moft like its 
father the devil in ferpentine deceit and fecrecy, appearing in a great 
many fhapes undifcerned and unfufpected, and fometimes as an angel of 
light. It perverts and abufes every thing, even the exercifes of real grace, 


and real humility, as an occafion to exert itfelf. It is a fin which has, 


as it were, many lives; if you mortify and fupprefs it in one a it 
tifesapinanother, There are a great many kinds of it, that lie in different 
forms and fhapes, one under another, and encompafs the heart like the 
coats of an onion; if you pull off one, there is another underneath. We 
had need, therefore, to have the greateft watch imaginable over our 
hearts with refpec&t to this matter, and cry moft earneftly to the great 
fearcher of hearts for his help. He that trufls his own heart is a fool.” 
The humble man, therefore, has fo much to do at home, that he cannot 


of others, criticifing on their drefs,* carriage, manner of living, or other 
external tokens of pride; he has more dificult and. important work, in 
maintaining a conftant guard over his own proud heart, which is {till far 


from fufficient conformity to the Lamb of God.—He that is eminently’ 


humble will not affect to fet up himfelf above his brethren, but will be 
willing to be fervant of all; defiring to pleafe others for their good unto 
edification: not indeed conforming himfelf to them in things that are 
finful ; he will inflexibly adhere to duty, but in other things he will be 
gentle and pliable; refolutely attending to God’s will, but eafily giving 
up his own:;—EHumility will teach you to pity fincerely the moft ignorant 
_ and erroneous of mankind ; to doneur all men; to be ready to give an an- 

to every man who afketh you a reafon of the bope that is in you, with 
mecknefs and fear: to be gentle to all men, patient, in meekne/s infirudling 
thofe that oppofe themfelves. 4 Pet. ii. 17. & iii. 15, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.— 
Hamility will be a bleffed antidote for a murmuring {pirit againit pro- 
vidence. It will make you willing to be at God’s difpofal ; defirous that 
he thould chufe your inheritance for you, and rejoiced that he has the 
ordering of all.your concerns. It will teach you bow to Ge abafed without 
GOP > tim. b. ab repining, 
__® Perfans may dowbtlefs be frequently chargeable with fin on account of the article 


f 


Extravagance im drefs isa fin againgt the th command, as it rebs your 


; your family, or the poor. Indecent s is.a fin againit t command. 
And ‘PRIDE in drefy fin againft the as it idolizes orna- 

; of 2 carcafe doomed to putrefaction.. But who are guilty of it, is the point to 
Se determined ? Doubtiefs all thofe who unduly value themjeives v fach a trifling 
external eon whether they think themfelves much preferable to their neighbours on 
a mW Of the finery, the neatnefs, or the plainnefs of their drefs. fe has been 
ledged; that piain people may. pride themfelves as much on being out of the 
do upon their being iz it. Thisis too true, and there are fome 


Seighbours ring or than with all the fiithinefs of their own hearts. Bur the 
; OS RULE Pie pes to let any outward apparel be treated as your chief ornament, 
the eee FS Andif you 4@ according to che {pirit of it, you will.not be likely to 
foremoft in the fathion, and for the fame rule you will not fudioufly 
And yr You will rather drefs below your rank than above it, 
y 

attention by affefed fing 


Jarity ; leaft of all, will you plase 


a fo much in drefs to render it | for all neighbou ; 

for an ialpired taylor o er it for all your neig rs to w 
mantua-maker 

Setording % rule as your own, ofthat might have every garitiedic as 


| . 


{pend the chief part of his time in remarking and crying out of the pride - 


of others pride, that. are more affeéted with their 
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sepining, «and bow to abound without being puffed up.—An humble man 
will naturally be grateful, and difpofed to confefs his obligations both to 
God and man. fenfé of his own démerit, muft fill him with aftonifh. 
ment at the divine bounty, and make him thankful for the kindnefs of his 
fellow-creatures ; whereas pride makes a man a ftranger to gratitude, for 
he never thinks he receives fo much as his due.— umility indeed is a 
friend to every other grace) ‘God has exprefsly promifed that he will 
ive more grace to the bumble; and it will naturally put them upon ahi 
im for it; for the more humble we are, the more fenfible we fhall be 
our defeéts, and of our need’ of the fupply of the Spirit.  Befides humility, 
A: in its own nature, flands related and is akin to other moft excellent graces, 
it is clofely connetted with meekne/s, and muft greatly prefervé 
the mind from being anduly raffied by flights and injuries ; while a proud 
man is pained and irritated by’ every negle& and .affront.—It meft tend 
greatly to make denial eafy to us. It will be eafy for one who feels 
if a poor; mean, vile creature before God, cordially to renounce his 
owa dignity and glory ; and alfo for God’s fake to deny his worldly in- 
| clinations, and part with eartlily obje@s and enjoyments for the fake of 
promoting’ the divine honour,and the kingdom of his redeemer.—Hoe- 
mility will cherith brotherly dewe,' and greatly leffen the difficulty of 
| ventfr, as wt will teach you to take notice of the that is in others, 
and to think the beft of ther, “preferring them ‘ia honour as better than 
yourfelves: and to make the leaft of their défeéts as compared with your 
own, efpecially their deficiencies as'to what you might fuppofe is due from 
them to you.—Deep humility will produce refigmasion to the will of God, 
and patience under the croft. It will extite to godly jealoafy over our owt 
hearts, and conftant evarchfulne/ragainft temptation. It mutt greatly be- 
friend 2 of faith and prayer,’ for while we dread prefumption and felf. 
confidence, eho to truft to ourfelves in an refpeét, we are laid 


tinua! application to him. 
gathered from the 


great advantages of humility may be eafily 
which ' ‘the of this letter will not permit 
mote largely to infit upon. Thefe, and many otherconfiderations, fhould 
be.improved by you) dear brethren; as to excite you earneftly t 
feck aker'and conttatitly to'cultivate this inetimable grace, as well'as t 
watch the ite evil, pride.——Humility is’ chara€teriftic where- 
' Dy God has often defcribed his dear children, and under which he has 
addreffed to them many of theiexceeding: great and ifes’ of 
~ “Bis word.-—-God has recommended’ this ornamental grace to you, as. 
price in his fight, Pet, Hi. 4. and os be cloathed there- 
with as with a garment, 1 Pet. v.'5. Lord declares,’ that hethut it 
buble, “and tike'w child, ‘thé the in the 
Maven, Malt. xvi, Accordingly the molt eminent faints 
excelled in this wheats he moft ‘confpicuous beautics 
and w particolarly exhibics him; 
as his people's example, {weetly them tn lea: im whos 
and lowly in béart, with an 


| ppy effets in promoting 
"We and 6f foul. Matt. 2 


homility): letas add» than 
opon any Uf ihe’ great ‘truths of the 
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ing go which: are the fources. of all your confolation, without 
reafon to be humbled to the very duft. For inftance, 
Can we think of the mediation of Chrifi, the foundation of all our hope, and 
forget what rendered a mediator neceflary? If we had been what we ought 
to Bave been, we fhould have ftood in no need of any. Nor is it uiual 
among wife men to have a mediator employed to fettle a trifling difpate. 
But our offences (alas!) were far from trifling! They were great; fo great, 
that even in the opinion of the friend of finners, the mediator who under- 
took to reconcile us to God, it muit have been an everlafting reproach on 
the divine character, to forgive them without a facrifce. Although he had 
{uch intereft with our offended fovereign on the one hand, and was fo hearty 
in defiring our falvation on the other, he could do nothing in the cafe 
without becoming our fury» and making him(elf a /acrifice for ouv fins; 
he could not pretend to defire any mitigation of our punifament, but would 
fooner bear it ai/ himfelf, than let it be fufpected that God could comnive at 
fuch guilt as ours. But.can we ever forget what made /uch a mediator and 
uch a facrifice neceflary; a facrifice of more worth than all the univerfe’ 
The need of fuch merit proves our demerit, and thus reflects fhame on us 
in the higheit degree. i we would lie low, let us repair to Calvary. Say, 
why did the Son of God die the moft Pameful of all deaths? Was it not 
that he fuffered for the moft thameful of all crimes? Why did he make his 
- exit with the wicked, but to thew what wedeferved? Why detween heaven 
and earth, as if unworthy a place in either, but to point out our real 
character ?—We glory in the doctrine of mumputed but even this 
reflects difgrace On us. Had we not been naked to our fhame, we fhould 
have ftood in no need of the righteoufnefs of another.—We rejoice when 
we recolle& our efefual vocation, but how fhould it humble us to refle& 
hat it was which rendered that work neceflary. Had we not been like the 
f adder which ftoppeth her ear, which will not hearken to the voice of 
the charmer, charming never fo wilely, the calls of God's word and provi- 
dence had been fufficient. But we were proof againi them, Chrift’s 
fervants piped to us the melodious fongs of falvation, but we would not 
dance ; they mourned to us in doleful accents, of hell and damnation, but 
we lamented not, Mercy and wrath concurred to woo and awe us; were 
not thefe fufficient. No, we had loved ftrangers, and after them we. would 
go. We hated Chrift without a caufe, and would not come to him for life. 
Not but that a return to God was a thing right enough in itfelf, the righteit, 
fitteft, happieft thing in the world. Surely there was mifer enough in our 
former ftate to ficken us, and charms enough in Chrift to allah us to him. 
Nothing prevented it, but wilful ignorance, obftinacy, enmity, unbelief, 
pride, and madnefs. It muft be our extreme.badnefs of heart, that-rendered: 
that neceflary, ‘* A new heart alfo willI give you,.and a new /pirit 
will I put within you, brethren, who are called .to be faints, look 
& to the original fource of your falvarion in your eternal elefion, you have 


equal caufe for gratitude and felf-abafement. How right was it for God to: __ 


take ftate upon himfelf and fay, “ I will have mercy on whom I will have. 
mercy,” He might as well have pafled by one creature as another, for he was: 
not bound to enfure. the happine(s of any, by..an.abfolute decree. And! 
might as well, when he clearly forefaw our univerfal apoftacy, have deter. 
mined to facrifice one finer to his juftice as another, when he. knew all: 
would do things worthy of death. You, therefore, have'no room foo. 
boating ; fince unmerited grace alone prevents your calling, the, damned, 
your brethren, and. hell your home,* But your election was free and: 
| n ion of our utter native averfion to the gof 
only illuftrate the eguity, but prove the 


f grace. “For if God had'pot firft ctiofen you, you would” 
never have chofen him: and this being the real ¢afe with all manidad: if Gia had not. 
none 


Wid be ‘faved, for nons of the humai race’ could be induced of their own’ 
| 

| > 


mona before timé} he moft nece arily have made choice of them in time, ore} fa! | 
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-cowlf ever he faves you. Indeed, 
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r if would have us, he muft be determined in the matter, 
fhame and thankfulnefs fhould this idea fill your 
breatts!—Furthermore, do we rejoice in an unchangeable covenant? never 
let us forget what rendered fuch a covenant neceflary. Was it that God 
wanted binding? Was he ever known to be fickle or falfe? No, but he 
knew what we fhould. prove. Every promife in the covenant of grace 
implies fomething exceeding bad in us. Why did Jehovah fay, ** I wil} 
make a new covenant?” Was it becaufe the former covenant was a bad one? 
No, but fault with THEM, be faith, I will make a new covenant, &e, 
(Heb. viti. 8.) Why did he add, “ I will be their God, and they jail be 


my people?” No need of this, but for that he knew we would not have 


him for a God, we would fooner fubftitute any idol in his room, and give 
otrfelves to any one than hin. As if he had faid, “I know you; you would 
fooner make a god of your bellies (you beafts!) than have me; you would 
fooner give yourfelves to any idol, to any fordid luft, than be my people: 
but I will, and you thal!’ His faying “ I will put my law in their inward 
rts, and write it in their hearts, &c.” is as if he had faid, “ I know that 
ch is their abominable depravity, I might write it any where elfe in vain! 
and even then, fo bent are they to backfliding, that were I not to exert my 
almighty power, they would off and apottatize after all.""——-So then, if 
we look forward, the promifes of continued fanfification and pe, tad 
grace thould ftill farther excite felf-abafement. For after God has brought 
us into his ways, we fhould never hold on, if he had not engaged for us, 
* they fhall not wt from me.” So then, if ever we get to heaven, it 
will be becaufe willed it, and owing to nothing elfe, for we never do 
any thing of ourfelves but turn away from God.—O what humiliating truths 
are thefe! What glory is due to God, and what fhame to us. Well might 
he ay, Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord Febovab, be it known unto 
» be afbamed and confounded for your own ways. . 

As all the dofrizes of God's word are calculated to humble us, fo it may 
be expected all the dealings of his providence will be wifely adapted to anfwer 
the fame happy end. The moft common occurrences of every day may wel] 
remind us of our inceflant dependance on God, and the more remarkable 
snterpofitions of his hand in our favour, fhould inculcate the fame truth 
with additional weight. Our fpecial trials are defigned to abafe us in a 
variety of ways, by trying the weaknefs of our graces, the ftrength of our 
finful paffions, and giving God an ~ ratty to difplay his tranfcendent 
wifdom and glory. Pride is the moft ftubborn enemy to God in the human 
heart, and therefore God will perfift all through life in contriving and 
executing ways and means to mortify it. All the way he leads us through 
the wildernefs is a right way to bumble ys, and bring us down to our own 
place, that we may readily give him dis own place an rejoice in his high- 
nefs. Study humiliation t God is to humble you 
uw you have any true {piritual wifdom, you 
will be thankful for every means that promotes this baby end, and 4s 
deavour to improve all your trials for the increafe of your humility. Study 


_ the law and gofpel, and your own hearts & lives, with this very point in view.’ 


Look back on the mifchievous madnefs of your former courfe, Compare 
your attainments with your and your Nots 
withitanding all the fweet and awful methods God has taken with you, the 


Obligations he has laid you under, the infinite pains he has taken to bring : 


you toa right {pirit, how much unmortified pride and rebellion remains to. 


thisiday.. Was ever wretch fo vile! How far, how infinitely f ) 
ar are you 

from being what you ought to be! What thame and confuion of face be- 


chute him: as, therefore, he clearly lorefaw their real difpofition, there can 


; plain of his doing that in eternit ‘+, which if he had nor done ¢ 
all, in which lef in indeed, he had choten 

ve 
the nor Of the necefity of his chufing apy, evidence of his right %4 
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| | 
longs to you ! Could you once have thought you would have proved fiich 
a froward ungrateful creature as you have been fince your converfion? How 
mutt holy angels or faints in heaven abhor your frame of mind? How muit 
God himfelf abhor you, did he view you otherwife than as cloathed with 
the righteoufnefs of his Son? © Watch, then, and pray againit pride! And 
make the growth of humility a main teft of all growth in grace. Examine, 
do you get poorer in fpirit than ever, more inwardly and deeply fenfible of 
your wants and weaknefs, your vile and finful defects, your entire de- 
ndance on God, your infinite obligations to free grace? And does this 
umility appear genuine by its influencing your whole conduct, making 
you more watchful, patient, meck, forgiving, modeft, thankful, more 
willing to be the fervant of all, &c.? You cahnot well thrive in any other 
race unlefs you grow in this: and if you increafe in real, genuine humi- 
ity, you cannot be in an ill condition. Without it, all gifts, privileges, 
honours, and external advantages, are likely to become ruinous temptations 
to pride, and means of falling into the condemnation of the devil. So far 
as It is pollible for a perfon to have the exercife of any other grace, while 
he is greatly deficient in humility, there is danger that Satan will take 
occafion from thence, to lift him up to the pinacle of fpiritual pride, that 
he may afterwards caft him down into an horrible pit of fin and forrow. 
In faé&t, all fuppofed experiences that are not accompanied with deep humi- 

lity are fufpicious and dangerous, if not wholly delufive. 

e only add an hint relpesting the ufefulnefs of this virtue in the ma- 
nagement of all your focial tranfactions,.exhorting you that in all your 
church affairs nothing be done through ftrite or vain glory; but fubmit 
yourfelves to oné another in the fear of God, for only bY pride cometh con- 
tention, Who is a wife man and ended with knowledge among you? let 
him fhew out of a good converfation his works with meeknefs of wifdom, 
&c. James iii. 13--28. 

Our earneit prayer to God is, dear brethren, that you and we may grow 
as in every grace, fo efpecially in this grace, which we fincerely with ma 
be promoted by this fhort defcription of its nature, evidences, and ufeful- 
nels, Pray forus. © Signed in behalf of the brethren, by 


RICHARD HOPPER, Moderator, 
| Met as ufual for. prayer, and reading the letters from the churches, ott Tuefday 
evening and on Wednefday motning:—The public meeting began at half patt ten, 
when brother Blackbaw began in prayer, and brother Sutchff preached from 1 Cor. vi, 
19,20. ** What know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye bave of God, and ye-are-not your own? For.. are-bought with a price: therefore 
God body, and in your jpirit, which are God’s.—At half paft two, brother 
baw, of ingbam, prayed ;. and brother Gill) preached’ from Luke xi. 28. But be 
foid, rather blefjed are they who bear the word God and keep it.’’—Atfeven o'clork, 
| er Jones, of, Lincoln, prayed, and brother Fuller preached from 2 Cor. v. 7. For 
walk by faith, not by fight.” Bach of the minifters who preached, concluded thé 
feveral opportunities. in eye Divine worfhip was alfo attended with finging.at 
oper intérva)s. ‘The lame @vening the Circular Letter, which had been drawn up 
her Ryland, jun. was read and approved, and ofdered to be figned by the 


‘on the, Thurfday er, confultation, and the communication of experiences, 
+ 


Added upon'profeffion of faith and experience - 
By letterof recommendation from otherchurches, + | 


2 
Difmiffed to other churches >. 


joa Next aflociation to be held at Oakham ; brother Ha//, fen, & brother Ryland, fens 
Preach ; in cafe of failure, brother Happer Ot brother Butler, —F ut vp at the 
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Upon a motion being made to the minifters and meffengers of 
B.S churches aflembled at Nottingham, re{pecting meetings for prayer, to bewa; 
bapt 
? the low eflate of religion, and earneitly implore a revival of our churches, and of 
| eneral caufe of our Redeemer, and for that end to wreftle with God for the ¢ffufion 
of his Holy Spirit, which alone can produce the bleffed effe&, it was unanimoy 


Ey RESOLVER, to recommend to all our churches and congregations, the pending of ind 


a bour in this important exercife, on the fb Monday in every calendar month. 
BY We hereby folemnly exhort a)l the churches in our connetiion, Lo engage heartily and 
| | rfeveringly in the profecution of this plan. And as it may be well to endeavour (0 
eep the fame hour, as. a token of our unity herein, it is fuppofed the followin 
fcheme may fuit many congregations, viz. to meet on the firit Monday evening in 
» June, and Fuly; from 8 tog. In Aug. from 7 to 8. Sept. and Of. from 6 to 7, 
No ec. ‘Jan. and Feb, from 5t0'6. March, from 6 to 7; and April, {rom 7 to 
Neverthelefs if this hour, or even the particular evening, fhould not fuit in particular 
- places, we with our brethren to fix on one, more convenient to themfelves. 
We hope alfo, that as many of our brethren who live at a diftance from our places 


ive in a willage or neighbourhood, will unite in fmal/ /scieties at the fame time, 
And if any fagle individual thould be fo fituated as not to be able co attend to this 
uty in fociety with others, let him retire at the appointed hoyr, to unire the breath of 
rayer in private with thofe whio are thus engaged in a more public manner. — The 
grand obje@t in prayer is to be, that the Holy Spirit may be poured down on our 
minifiers and churc that Ginners may be converted, the faints edified, the intereft 
of religion revived, and the name of Godglorified. At the fame time remember, we 
truft you will not confine your requelts co your own focieties, or to eur Own im- 
mediate connection; let the whole interelt of the Redeemer be affeAionately te- 
membered, and the fpread of the got I to the moft diftant parts of the habicablé 
" be the obje& of your mo ent requefts.—We fhall rejoice if any other 
iflian focietics OF Our Own oF other'dehominations will unite with us, and do now 
them mott cordially to join heart and hand in the attempt. 
| #4 Who can tell what the confequence of fuch an united effort in prayer may be! Let 
_ bs plead with God the many gracious promifes of his word, which relate to the futu 
uccefs of his Rote. He has faid, J will yet for this be enquired of ‘y the boufé of Ifr 
peg! increase reg ‘flick, Baek, xxxvi. 37. rely 
av enough to Zion to fet apart one bour at a time, twelve times in a year, te 
The two following new publications are recommended tot whe already 
| adhere. to the ae of bdigvers baptifm, as a facred inftivution ‘of our bieffed 
| Redeemer; and to the candid perufai of all impartial enquirers after truth. | 


AMINE the Principles, Conceffions, and Reafonin 
the moft learned Pedobaptiits. By gs 
Diy, price 4s. in boards. Sold by Buckland and 
Tbe Incenff Infant -SpriaWing, with Chriftian Baptifm, R fulnef 
bod Salvation by Giace sone, vo agin, ately palit 
e 


-_ 


worthip may not be able to atrend there, that as many as are conveniently 
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from a manufeript of the late Rev. Mr. M. Henry. fix lett ay 

Shortly will be publified, 


"The Natore and Importance of Walkin by Faith donot 
4 Of God, id a plain and’ famill 
‘atechifm, for the of children. By 7. Sutclity of Olney. 
anit, Bletferinely of the: Dead, 
livered at 07841! occalioned| 


¥. William Guy, late paftor of 
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CAUSES DECLENSION RELIGION, 
With the MEANS of REVIVAL; 


BEING THE 


CIRCULAR 
‘MINISTERS and MESSENGERS * 
“BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

Affembled at Oaxnam, May I7, 18, 1785: 


Maintaining the important Doétrines of Three Perfons in the 
Godhead; Eternal and. Perfonal Election ; the Original Guilt and 
. Depravity of Mankind; particular Redemption ; free Juftification by 
» the imputed Righteoufnefs.of Chrift; the invincible Efficacy of divine 
« Grace; the certain Perleverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory; and 
- the Independency of the Churches inviolably. 
_ To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, 
at Sutton-Affifield, Nottingham, Sheepfhead, Leicefter, 
Sutton-m-the-Elms, Arnfby; Foxton, Clipftone, Oakham, Soham, 
tam 4 Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, and St. 
~~ Alban’s; as alfo to the: many Churches‘not yet in this Affociation, 
notwithftanding; ‘countenance it, by the Attendance of: their 
‘Minifters and Memberst-—— 
-. Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and fro the Lord 
PT“HROUGH the good hand of our God upon us, we met together 
according to and enjoyed the pleafure of an agreéable 
interview with by of our dear friends and brethren in the Lord. ' We 
trutt, alf, that our God’ was with us in the different ftages of the oppor- 


fation ‘to hear ‘in what’ mafinct the montbly prayer meetings which 


o 


| 


free 


| 

— | 

| 

unity, me letters fromy the feveral churches, which were attended to 

the firit'evéring of our meétitig together, afforded us matter for pain and 

pleafure. “Two of ‘the affotiate churches continue deftitute of the ftated 

) means of prace, others are triéd with things of an uncomfortable nature, 

and moft'complain of the watt of a'{pirit of fervour and conftancy inthe 
sh of ‘God, Yet,°on the other land, we met with fome things which Lf 
Many of our’ congregations are well attended; a 
of elire “after the word is, we think, upon the increafe; nor-are 

} foes hope, “altogether in vain, as the work of the-Lord, in a 
Way Of Converfion, appéafs to’ be ough not in inftances 

true WE Have bewail Gur own’ and other’s declenfions, ‘yet 


